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sceptics, for remaining in this state of careless uncer-
tainty, without endeavouring to ascertain the truth
or falsehood of Revelation. The probability which
they admit, that it may be true, imposes on them an
additional and an undeniable obligation to inquiry.
But both to them and to decided sceptics it must be
plainly declared, that they are in these days less ex-
cusable than ever, for not looking into the grounds
and proofs on which the truth of Christianity is esta-
blished : for never before were these proofs so plainly,
and at so easy a rate, offered to the consideration of
mankind. Through the bounty of Providence, the
widely spreading poison of infidelity has in our days
been opposed by more numerous and more powerful
antidotes. One of these has been already pointed
out: and it should be matter of farther gratitude to
• every real Christian, that in the very place on which
modern infidelity had displayed the standard of vic-
tory, a warrior in the service of religion, a man of
the most acute discernment and profound research,
has been raised up by Providence to quell their
triumph8. He was soon taken from us; but, happily
for him and for ourselves, not till he had announced,
that, like the Magi of old, he had seen the star of
Christ in the East, and had fallen down and wor-
shipped him. Another should be mentioned with
honour, who is pursuing the track which that great
man had pointed out4. Henceforth let all objectors
against Christianity, on the ground of its being dis-
proved by the oriental records, be put to silence.
The strength of their cause consisted in their igno-
3	It is almost superfluous to state, that Sir William Jones is here
meant, who, from the testimony borne to his extraordinary talents
by Sir John Shore (now Lord Teignmouth) in his first address to
the Asiatic Society of Calcutta, appears to have been a man of most
extraordinary genius and Astonishing erudition.
4	Mr. Maurice.

